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The American Society for Cytotechnology, as the collective 
voice for the profession, is committed to defining and promoting 

the profession of Cytotechnology 

A Look at the Numbers 

 

by Brent Brewerton, ASCT President 2007-08 
I would like to start out this column with a 'Thank You' to all of 
the members of ASCT for allowing me to serve you this past 
year as your President.  I had a wonderful year supported by a 
great Executive Council and a fantastic board of Committee 
Chairs.  The year was capped off with a great annual 
conference in the beautiful setting of Newport, Rhode Island.  
(Did you know that Rhode Island is not an Island but that 
Newport is?) 
At the conference I asked all cytotechnologists present to 
stand.  Of course most participants fell into that category and 
the majority of the audience stood up.  Then I asked everyone 
who would be eligible to retire within the next 5 years to sit 
down.  Approximately one-third of the audience returned to their
seats.  "And now let's have those who will be eligible for 
retirement in the next 10 years to join the others by sitting 
down."  After I asked this more than half of the total group was 
now back in their chairs.  While this method of sampling may 
not be a scientific based survey it was a great straw poll.  Let's 
use this straw poll to crunch some numbers. 

MORE>>
ASCT 2008 Annual Conference Wrap Up  
Newport, Rhode Island
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ASCT members and friends celebrated during the 2008 Annual 
Conference at the Newport Marriott April 4-6.   Held in 
conjunction with the Maine Society of Cytology Inc, 
Massachusetts Cytology Society, Rhode Island Cytology 
Society and the Vermont/New Hampshire Cytotechnology 
Association,this year’s meeting boasted over 175 attendees 
and 13 exhibitors.  Lectures and microscopic workshops on hot 
topics were held during the 2 ½ day conference.  At night, 
attendees were able to enjoy the city’s quaint wharves , 
cobblestone streets, unique shops and galleries all in walking 
distance of the Marriott. 
Special recognition was given at Saturday’s awards luncheon to 
Bob Gay, BS CT(ASCP) who received the Marion & Nelson 
Holmquist Achievement Award for his contributions to the field 
of cytotechnology, and Barbara McGahey-Frain CT(ASCP) 
who received the Allen Award for Excellence in Writing for her 
article, “Career Launching Strategies” in the May 2007 issue of 
the Voice.   

 

Joan Rossi, ASCT Treasurer and Brent Brewerton, ASCT 
President 2007-08 

Joan Rossi CT(ASCP) and Sandy Giroux, SCT,CFIAC both 
accepted the President’s Award for exceptional service to the 
society.  Sallie Robinson, CT (ASCP), of Thomasville, Georgia 
(Region 4) won the National Cytotechnology Day design 
contest for "Moving Cytology into the Molecular Future."   

MORE>>

Aquatic Mitotic Ballet, The PCR Song, Fascinating Student 
Presentations, and a Whirlwind Cyto-Jeopardy Session 

What is – the ASCT Annual Conference? 
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By Jill Caudill, Annual Meeting Chair 
That’s right; those were just a few of the highlights of the April 
4-6 meeting this year in Newport, Rhode Island.  
 
Our new president, Lynnette Savaloja, has created a 
president’s blog: www.cytotechnologists.blogspot.com I’m sure 
you’ll want to check in to find out more about the ASCT. 
 
The panel presentation “Transitioning Molecular Pathology 
Techniques to the Forefront of Cytopathology Practice” taught 
us that our morphologic skills as cytotechnologists serve us well 
in molecular testing areas like fluorescent in situ hybridization.  

MORE>>
ASCT Annual Student Interesting Case Contest Does Not 
Disappoint! 
by Maria A. Friedlander M.P.A., CT(ASCP

 
Yahong Lin, 1st Place  

This year’s annual student interesting case contest once again 
did not disappoint. The Education Committee received a total of 
24 submissions. From these submissions, ten students 
representing 6 programs were selected to present their case on 
Saturday, April 5 at the general session of the Annual ASCT 
Meeting in Newport, Rhode Island. The student presenters 
included: 

MORE>>
Spotlight on Region 2
Arizona, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, New 

Mexico, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Utah, Wisconsin, Wyoming 

  
By "Schnitz", Don Schnitzler, Region 2 Director 

Edited by Jean Taylor, SCT(ASCP) 

Awards and Special Recognitions 
More good things have happened to some great ASCT 
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members in Region 2 since the last Spotlight on Region 2 was 
published.   When you happen to meet them, be sure to 
congratulate them for receiving these well-deserved awards. 

ASCT Holmquist Achievement Award   
The Marion and Nelson Holmquist Award for Outstanding 
Cytotechnologist is named in honor of two longtime supporters 
of cytotechnologists and their work. Marion Danos Holmquist, a 
cytotechnologist, was the first president of the ASCT. She and 
her husband, pathologist Nelson Holmquist, have encouraged 
ASCT's mission of improving the profession of cytotechnology. 
Since the early nineties, the Holmquist Award has been 
presented to a cytotechnologist who has, in turn, made his or 
her own significant contribution to ASCT and to the field of 
cytotechnology. At the 2007 ASCT Meeting at San Antonio, 
Texas, M. Sue Zaleski, Iowa City, Iowa was named the 
recipient of the Marion and Nelson Holmquist award.   Then at 
the ASCT Meeting just held at Newport, Rhode Island, Robert 
"Bob" Gay was named the 2008 recipient of the same 
Holmquist award.  Both Sue and Bob have been long-time 
supporters of the ASCT and are deserving of this recognition.  

MORE>>
ASCT Participates in 2008 Legislative Symposium

 
by Janie Roberson, Legislative Consultant 

On March 17 and 18, over 140 laboratorians joined in our 
nation’s capital for the 2008 Annual Legislative Symposium. 
The broad range of participants included several laboratory 
science students- a great way to engage future laboratorians in 
advocacy efforts. This year’s event was a joint collaboration of 
ASCLS, CLMA and ASCP. Key conference organizers were; 
Don Lavanty, Legislative Counsel ASCLS, Katherine Ayres, 
Director, Legislative and Regulatory Affairs, CLMA, and Jeff 
Jacobs, Vice President Public Policy, ASCP.  An ambitious 
agenda was laid out to update participants on current issues, 
focusing on the impact of the economy, the federal budget, and 
the personnel shortage on the laboratory.  A lobbying skills 
session provided insights for both the first time advocate and 
those well versed in lobbying. 

MORE>> 
Legislative Update- April 2008

 
by Janie Roberson, Legislative Consultant 
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Proficiency Testing  
Regulatory Activity 
The proposed rule to revise existing PT requirements has been 
written (jointly authored by CMS and CDC) and is now in the 
Clearance process. Signatures must be obtained from CMS, 
CDC, HHS Secretary. The rule is then sent to OMB who 
reviews for impact analysis. The OMB is allowed up to 90 days 
for this review. We should see this rule issued in the coming 
months if all goes as expected. The revisions will likely address 
testing frequency, scoring systems and test configuration 
although specifics are unknown until the proposed rule is 
actually published.  

MORE>>
2008 National Cytotechnology Day Design Contest Winner 

Sallie S. Robinson, CT (ASCP) 

 
Sallie Robinson graduated with a B.S. degree in Zoology from 
Clemson University in 1972.  Right after college she joined the 
United States Peace Corps and taught high school biology, 
science, health education and tropical agriculture in the 
Western Samoan islands in the South Pacific for two years.  
She then returned to her native state of South Carolina 
teaching science and biology for another two years before 
going back to school for her cytotechnology certification at the 
Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston, South 
Carolina.  She received the D. Charles Dixon Award in 1977 for 
the outstanding cytotechnology student of the year at M.U.S.C. 
and passed her ASCP CT registration exam that same year. 

MORE>>
Hello Fellow CT’s! 

 

By Connie Erdmann, Voice Editor 

Hello fellow CTs, students, MDs, and whoever else might be 
reading this newsletter! 
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My name is Connie Erdmann and I live in lovely Springville, 
Utah due to the fact I married a Springville man. I grew up in 
Los Alamos, New Mexico and the Land of Enchantment will 
always have a hold on me. I have recently agreed to be the 
editor of this informative publication. Please don’t judge me too 
harshly, I’ve never been an editor before, and it would be easier 
if we hadn’t got used to Brenda who’s done such a fabulous job 
with this assignment. I have tough shoes to fill, $750 Pradas, I 
think 

MORE>>
Cytotechnologist Southern New Jersey 
Wanted:  Experienced cytotechnologist. Experience in 
molecular diagnostic testing preferred but will train. Southern 
New Jersey Location. Top Salary and benefits commensurate 
with experience and quality of work.  Send resumes to 
sjresumes@hotmail.com” 
 

Page 6 of 6ASCT

5/5/2008http://www.asct.com/newsletter/MAY08/menupage.html



ASCT Executive Council  

President – Lynnette Savaloja 
President Elect – Don Simpson 
Treasurer – Joan Rossi 
Immediate Past President – 
Brent Brewerton 
Legislative Consultant – Janie 
Roberson 

Regional Directors  
 
Region 1 – Carol Brucick 
Region 2- Don Schnitzler 
Region 3 – Michelle Cline 
Region 4 – Vivian Pijuan 
Thompson 
Region 5 – Susan Warren 

Editorial Board 
 
Editor in Chief --  
Connie Erdman 
Springville, UT 
 
 
Editorial Assistant --  
Beth Denny 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Education Editor --  
Barbara Frain 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Legislative Affairs Editor -- 
Janie Roberson 
Birmingham, AL 
 
Professional Standards Editor -- 
Amy Wendel 
Rochester, MN  
 
E-Newsletter -- 
Nancy Difede 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Region Spotlight Editor --  
Jean Taylor 

Publication Schedule 
 
Volume VI Editorial Deadline 
 
Issue 3 April 1, 2008 
Mid-May, 2008 available on line  

 A Look at the Numbers 

 
by Brent Brewerton, ASCT President 2007-08 

I would like to start out this column with a 'Thank You' to all of 
the members of ASCT for allowing me to serve you this past 
year as your President.  I had a wonderful year supported by a 
great Executive Council and a fantastic board of Committee 
Chairs.  The year was capped off with a great annual 
conference in the beautiful setting of Newport, Rhode Island.  
(Did you know that Rhode Island is not an Island but that 
Newport is?) 

At the conference I asked all cytotechnologists present to 
stand.  Of course most participants fell into that category and 
the majority of the audience stood up.  Then I asked everyone 
who would be eligible to retire within the next 5 years to sit 
down.  Approximately one-third of the audience returned to 
their seats.  "And now let's have those who will be eligible for 
retirement in the next 10 years to join the others by sitting 
down."  After I asked this more than half of the total group was 
now back in their chairs.  While this method of sampling may 
not be a scientific based survey it was a great straw poll.  Let's 
use this straw poll to crunch some numbers. 

How many cytotechnologists are there right now?  The best 
number I can come up with is from the CMS records of 
proficiency testing.  In 2006 there were 6362 cytotechnologists 
who passed a CMS approved Proficiency Test.  Let's use that 
number as the current number of cytotechnologists in the 
workforce.  Based on our straw poll one-third of those will be 
gone in 5 years leaving around 4240 cytologists from the 
original group.  How will the new incoming graduates affect 
this number? 

Did you know that in 1976 there were 100 schools of 
cytotechnology?  Did you know today there are only 37 
schools?   Of those 37 schools only 12 of them are filled to 
capacity, with the remaining schools falling between 16 and 88 
percent of their capacity.  Right now we have 210 students in 
class getting ready to complete their training this year and 
preparing to join the rank and file as cytotechnologists.  Of 
course, not all graduates go to work as screening 
cytotechnologists.  For the sake of this exercise, we will 
assume that all of them will go into the workforce as 
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cytotechnologists.  We will also theorize that there won't be 
any more school closures over the next 5 years (oh if only that 
could be true).  Over the next 5 years that adds 1050 
cytologists into the workforce for a total of 5290.  Is that 
enough?  NO!  Let me illustrate. 

First I will point out that the predictions that say we need fewer 
cytologists in the future due to HPV protocols have the 
population growth catching up around 2010.  So in 2011 
instead of fewer cytologists needed than the year before the 
numbers needed will once again increase each year.  My 
calculations from those predictions show that we will need 
around 6170 cytotechnologists or 880 more than we will have 
if we do not see any additional school closures or any 
decrease in school enrollment.  Unfortunately the trend does 
not support that happening; instead I can almost guarantee 
fewer schools and fewer graduates. 

Continuing on with the number crunching we will need 7080 
cytotechnologists in 10 years.  If we lose half of the existing 
force to retirement and replace them with a gain of only 210 
graduates each year, we are now looking at a total of 5280 
cytotechnologists in the workforce or a shortage of 1800 
cytotechnologists.  My straw poll results: the practice of 
cytology is heading for a significant workforce shortage. 

When I graduated from the University of Utah Cytology School 
there was a shortage in the workforce.  I can't tell you how big 
of a shortage using the number of cytotechnologists needed.  
But I do know that the turn around times throughout the 
country were up to 3 months for results.  Now there is a push 
to have results in 3 days.  I wonder what the turn around time 
will be in 2018 if we have a shortage of 1800 
cytotechnologists, a 25% deficit in our workforce. 

So the next time someone tries to tell you there won't be any 
openings for cytologists in the future just smile.  I wonder what 
impact and ramification the future shortages will have on the 
profession.  In the 1990’s we saw wages more than double 
because of the shortage.  (Maybe those of us in the first 5 
year retirement group should stick around for higher wages.)  
One of the reasons people are not going to cytology school is 
the fear of molecular testing taking over for cytologists.  
Wouldn't it be ironic if HPV testing has to become the primary 
screening test because there won't be enough 
cytotechnologists to read Pap slides? 

Thanks again cytology, I had a great year. 

Be proud, be a professional, be an active member, invite at 
least one more cytotechnologist to join.  To be your Voice, we 
need you.   

  

 
Back to the articles
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 ASCT 2008 Annual Conference 
Newport, Rhode Island 

  

 
ASCT members and friends celebrated during the 2008 Annual 
Conference at the Newport Marriott April 4-6.   Held in 
conjunction with the Maine Society of Cytology Inc, 
Massachusetts Cytology Society, Rhode Island Cytology Society 
and the Vermont/New Hampshire Cytotechnology 
Association,this year’s meeting boasted over 175 attendees and 
13 exhibitors.  Lectures and microscopic workshops on hot topics 
were held during the 2 ½ day conference.  At night, attendees 
were able to enjoy the city’s quaint wharves , cobblestone streets, 
unique shops and galleries all in walking distance of the Marriott. 
Special recognition was given at Saturday’s awards luncheon to 
Bob Gay, BS CT(ASCP) who received the Marion & Nelson 
Holmquist Achievement Award for his contributions to the field of 
cytotechnology, and Barbara McGahey-Frain CT(ASCP) who 
received the Allen Award for Excellence in Writing for her article, 
“Career Launching Strategies” in the May 2007 issue of the 
Voice.  

 
Joan Rossi, ASCT Treasurer and Brent Brewerton, ASCT 
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President 2007-08 
Joan Rossi CT(ASCP) and Sandy Giroux, SCT,CFIAC both 
accepted the President’s Award for exceptional service to the 
society.  Sallie Robinson, CT (ASCP), of Thomasville, Georgia 
(Region 4) won the National Cytotechnology Day design contest 
for "Moving Cytology into the Molecular Future."  

 

Brenda Schultz, Voice Editor-in-Chief and Lynnette Savaloja, 
ASCT President 2008-09 

Brenda Schultz SCT(ASCP) of Stoughton, WI was recognized 
for her outstanding work as Editor in Chief of the Voice.  Janie 
Roberson ST(ASCP) of Birmingham, AL was presented with the 
Voice Editorial Award for her dedication and contribution to the 
newsletter.  

Bev Werner CT, SCT(ASCP) of Hagerstown, MD (Region 5) won 
a deck of Cytomorphology cards for receiving the signatures of all 
ASCT Executive Council members. 

Save the date for the2009 Annual Conference in sunny St. 
Petersburg, Florida, April 17-19, 2009 at the Hilton St. 
Petersburg Bayfront hotel located in the waterfront district of 
downtown.  ASCT will celebrate its 30th Anniversary in 2009, so 
this will be a special Conference you don’t want to miss!

St. Petersburg downtown, Photo courtesy of the city of St. 
Petersburg  

St. Petersburg is close to everything, yet miles away. A beautiful 
peninsula located on Florida's West coast, the area is bordered 
by the Gulf of Mexico to the west and by Tampa Bay to the east.  
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St. Petersburg is just 30 minutes from Busch Gardens in Tampa 
and 90 minutes from Walt Disney World Resort, Sea World and 
Universal Studios Escape in Orlando. 
Opt for theme park thrills or natural adventures within our pristine 
park system. Relax on the green - or on the water. Or, shop and 
dine amid boutiques and bistros, both fine and eclectic. Any 
pace . . . any taste . . . Florida's Beach awaits. 

Helpful Links: 
www.FloridasBeach.com  
www.stpete.org  
www.stpete.com  
www.stpetepier.com  

 

The Pier, Photo courtesy of the city of St. Petersburg 
ASCT would like to extend a special thanks to our 2008 
Exhibitors:  

American Society for Clinical Pathology 
BD Diagnostics, TriPath             
Carl Zeiss Micro Imaging, Inc. 
Creative Waste Solutions, Inc. 

Hologic Inc. 
Monogen 

Nikon Instruments 
Olympus America, Inc 

OTTO BOCK PUR Life Sciences 
Roche Diagnostics 

Shared Medical Resources LLC, SpiraBrush 
Surgipath Medical Industries, Inc. 

Third Wave Technologies  
 

Back to the articles
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 Aquatic Mitotic Ballet, The PCR Song, Fascinating 
Student Presentations, and a Whirlwind Cyto-Jeopardy 

Session  

What is – the ASCT Annual Conference? 

By Jill Caudill, Annual Meeting Chair 

That’s right; those were just a few of the highlights of the 
April 4-6 meeting this year in Newport, Rhode Island.  

Our new president, Lynnette Savaloja, has created a 
president’s blog: www.cytotechnologists.blogspot.com I’m 
sure you’ll want to check in to find out more about the ASCT. 

The panel presentation “Transitioning Molecular Pathology 
Techniques to the Forefront of Cytopathology Practice” 
taught us that our morphologic skills as cytotechnologists 
serve us well in molecular testing areas like fluorescent in 
situ hybridization.  

Who said molecular science was difficult? Check out these 
videos: 

Synchronized Swimming Mitosis 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFuCE22agyM 

The PCR Song 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5yPkxCLads 

A presentation on generational differences highlighted the 
fact that what events occurred in our formative years really 
does have an impact on how we work – and we all need 
special handling. With four generations in the workplace, it is 
critical we understand and embrace the differences each 
generation brings. 

Our students prove once again that the future of our 
profession is in sound hands. They all did an outstanding job 
presenting their interesting cases. More on this can be found 
elsewhere in this bulletin. 

This year with our two microscopic workshops we asked our 
speakers to review some of their cases with a projection 
microscope to look at the potential for changing over to 
virtual microscopy workshops. This is an effort to economize 
as shipping costs for all the individual scopes has become 
prohibitive. Overall we had a very positive response to the 
new technology format. 

Chad Hoffman invites you to try out some virtual cytology, 
the instructions are included at the website: 
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www.path.uiowa.edu/virtualslidebox/cervical_cytology/ 

Is this the future for PT testing, or even Board of Registry 
certification? You be the judge. 
“Automated Cytology: Myths and Legends” provided a panel 
of users of The ThinPrep® Imaging System presented their 
experiences with the system, and a great discussion session 
followed. The size of the meeting (about 175 attendees) 
really makes discussion feasible. 
This rang true with the Sunday morning session as well. We 
had an open forum for questions and answers about any 
aspect of our profession, and if became clear that we need 
to allow for more time in future meetings. This was an 
incredible exchange of ideas, opinions, experiences, 
predications, fears and hopes.  

I think the best part of any conference is talking with other 
cytotechnologists. Where else can you get this many people 
in a room for a discussion, and not have to explain to 
anybody what you do for a living?  

Next year we will be heading to warm waters: St. Petersburg, 
Florida. April 17-19, 2009. I hope you can join us

Back to the articles
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 ASCT Annual Student Interesting Case Contest Does Not 
Disappoint! 

by Maria A. Friedlander M.P.A., CT(ASCP) 
ASCT Education Committee Member 

  

 
Yahong Lin, 1st Place  

This year’s annual student interesting case contest once 
again did not disappoint. The Education Committee received 
a total of 24 submissions. From these submissions, ten 
students representing 6 programs were selected to present 
their case on Saturday, April 5 at the general session of the 
Annual ASCT Meeting in Newport, Rhode Island. The 
student presenters included: 

Brian West Atypical Squamous 
Cells in Thyroid FNA: A 
Diagnostic Pitfall 

SUNY Upstate 
School of Health 
Professions - 
Cytotechnology 
Program 

Veronica 
Thomas 

Giant Cell Carcinoma 
of Lung 

Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer 
Center School of 
Cytotechnology 

Sarah Tracy Acute Myelogenous 
Leukemia Presenting 
with Positive Effusions 

Fletcher Allen Health 
Care School of 
Cytotechnology 

Yahong Lin Ascitic Fluid containing 
tumor balls having a 
malignant core 
(adenocarcinoma) and 
a benign surface 
mesothelioma. 

MD Anderson 
Cancer Center 
School of 
Cytotechnology 

Angela 
Reslow 

High grade 
Neuroendocrine 
Carcinoma of Lung 

University of Rhode 
Island School of 
Cytotechnology 
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At the Annual Awards Luncheon, three students were 
recipients of the Warren R. Lang Student Awards. The 
Warren R. Lang awards were established in 1989 by the 
ASCT Executive Council in memory of Dr. Warren R. Lang. 
Dr. Lang was a  professor of Cytotechnology and Medical 
Director of the School of Cytotechnology in the College of 
Allied Health Sciences of the Thomas Jefferson University in 
the 1970’s.  He was a relentless advocate for 
cytotechnologists, cytology students, and pathology 
residents and enjoyed teaching immensely. Dr. Lang was 
supportive of the formation of the ASCT and believed it was 
cytotechnologists’ right, if not their responsibility, to have a 
strong influence in their profession. Each year the Warren R. 
Lang Awards are awarded to the best oral student case 
presentations. The presentations are judged based on 
specific criteria including quality of oral presentation, 
inclusion of all relevant clinical, cytologic and histologic 
information, relevant ancillary studies and thorough 
discussion of disease entity. This year our judges found it 
particularly difficult to identify the three top winners as all 
case presentations were of excellent quality. The three top 
awards went to Yahong Lin (1st Place: $150 award), 
Nicole Bailey (2nd Place: $100 award) and Chris Hall (3rd 
Place: $50 award). 

Seventeen other students submitted a summary of 
interesting case submissions via a computer loop shared 
during the Friday and Saturday morning break sessions at 
the Annual meeting. Jamie Lee S. Pastor and Svetlana 
Biggs, both from the SUNY Upstate School of Health 
Professions Cytotechnology Program, were honored with the 
best computer presentations at the Annual Awards 
Luncheon. Congratulations to all students who participated in 
this year’s events. The Education Committee encourages all 
students to share their interesting cases with all members on 
the ASCT website. Please contact the Education or Public 
Relations Committee for submission information. 

Chris Hall Extra-skeletal Ewing’s 
Sarcoma 

Albany College of 
Pharmacy 
Cytotechnology 
Program 

Yuan Zhou Pilomatricoma in an 
FNA of the cheek 

SUNY Upstate 
Medical University 
Cytotechnology 
Program 

Kristen 
DeRobbio 

Metastatic 
hepatocellular 
adenocarcinoma with 
history of prostate 
cancer in a 62 year-old 
man.   

University of Rhode 
Island School of 
Cytotechnology 

Nicole Bailey B Cell Lymphoma 
Presenting In Breast 

SUNY Upstate 
School of Health 
Professions - 
Cytotechnology 
Program 

      
Christopher 
Brown 

U/S guided FNA of 1.3 
cm lymph node: 
Accessory Spleen 

MD Anderson 
Cancer Center 
School of 
Cytotechnology 
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ASCT is the only national cytology organization that 
incorporates and supports active student participation in the 
educational activities at its Annual Meeting. ASCT would like 
to extend many thanks to Hologic for awarding a generous 
grant to support discounted student registration and other 
expenses related to student educational activities at the 
ASCT annual meeting. Many thanks to all members of the 
2007-2008 Education Committee for their assistance 
(Melissa Klein and Linda Hoescht) as well as to Don 
Simpson for assisting with the organization of computer 
presentations and coordinating judges and transitions during 
this year’s oral presentations. 

Back to the articles
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ASCT Executive Council  

President – Lynnette Savaloja 
President Elect – Don Simpson 
Treasurer – Joan Rossi 
Immediate Past President – 
Brent Brewerton 
Legislative Consultant – Janie 
Roberson 

Regional Directors  
 
Region 1 – Carol Brucick 
Region 2- Don Schnitzler 
Region 3 – Michelle Cline 
Region 4 – Vivian Pijuan 
Thompson 
Region 5 – Susan Warren 

Editorial Board 
 
Editor in Chief --  
Connie Erdman 
Springville, UT 
 
 
Editorial Assistant --  
Beth Denny 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Education Editor --  
Barbara Frain 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Legislative Affairs Editor -- 
Janie Roberson 
Birmingham, AL 
 
Professional Standards Editor -- 
Amy Wendel 
Rochester, MN  
 
E-Newsletter -- 
Nancy Difede 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Region Spotlight Editor --  
Jean Taylor 

Publication Schedule 
 
Volume VI Editorial Deadline 
 
Issue 3 April 1, 2008 
Mid-May, 2008 available on line  

 Spotlight on Region 2 

Arizona, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, 
New Mexico, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Utah, Wisconsin, Wyoming 

  

  
By "Schnitz", Don Schnitzler, Region 2 Director 

Edited by Jean Taylor, SCT(ASCP) 
Awards and Special Recognitions 
More good things have happened to some great ASCT 
members in Region 2 since the last Spotlight on Region 2 
was published.   When you happen to meet them, be sure to 
congratulate them for receiving these well-deserved awards. 

ASCT Holmquist Achievement Award   
The Marion and Nelson Holmquist Award for Outstanding 
Cytotechnologist is named in honor of two longtime 
supporters of cytotechnologists and their work. Marion 
Danos Holmquist, a cytotechnologist, was the first president 
of the ASCT. She and her husband, pathologist Nelson 
Holmquist, have encouraged ASCT's mission of improving 
the profession of cytotechnology. Since the early nineties, 
the Holmquist Award has been presented to a 
cytotechnologist who has, in turn, made his or her own 
significant contribution to ASCT and to the field of 
cytotechnology. At the 2007 ASCT Meeting at San Antonio, 
Texas, M. Sue Zaleski, Iowa City, Iowa was named the 
recipient of the Marion and Nelson Holmquist award.   Then 
at the ASCT Meeting just held at Newport, Rhode Island, 
Robert "Bob" Gay was named the 2008 recipient of the same 
Holmquist award.  Both Sue and Bob have been long-time 
supporters of the ASCT and are deserving of this 
recognition.  

At Iowa Health Care, Iowa City, Iowa, Sue has served as a 
staff cytotechnologist, chief cytotechnologist, educational 
coordinator for the resident teaching program, operations 
coordinator, and since 2002 serves as the laboratory 
manager for the department of pathology.  Sue has actively 
participated in many areas of laboratory medicine and their 
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professional organizations.  Her contributions to the field of 
cytology and the ASCT are exemplary.    

Bob Gay received his education at the University of 
Wisconsin and the Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene, 
School of Cytotechnology between 1963 and 1967.  He 
worked at St. Luke's Hospital, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the 
University of North Dakota School of Medicine, Grand Forks, 
North Dakota and Associated Pathologists Laboratories (now 
Quest Diagnostics) Las Vegas, Nevada.  Bob has served as 
a cytotechnologist, cytology section supervisor, teaching 
supervisor, education coordinator and program director for 
the cytology programs at St. Luke's, UND and Quest 
Diagnostics.   

Bob is a founding member of the ASCT.  He has served the 
ASCT as a regional director (1996-2000), chairman of the 
education committee (1998-1999), president-elect (2000-
2001 and president (2000-2001).  He has also served ASCT 
Services as treasurer (1998-1999 and 2004-2007) and 
secretary (2000). 

For more than 25 years, Mr. Gay has been a dedicated 
supporter and advocate for the field of cytology and the 
ASCT.   

Cytotechnologist Award for Outstanding Achievement 
The 2007 recipient of the ASC Award for Outstanding 
Achievement is Karen A. Allen, SCT(ASCP) of Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

After graduating from the Des Moines School of 
Cytotechnology in 1982, and receiving her B.S. degree from 
Nebraska Wesleyan University, Karen was employed as the 
first cytotechnologist at Good Samaritan Hospital in Kearney, 
Nebraska. In 1985, she began a 16-year career at the 
University of Nebraska where she was program 
director/education coordinator of the cytotechnology program 
for seven years.  In 2001, Karen opened Heartland 
Pathology, Inc., a reference laboratory in Omaha. 

She is a member of the ASC, ASCT and ASCP and has 
served on numerous committees of these organizations.  
She is a voting cytotechnologist member of the ASC and has 
served as a member of the laboratory advisory and 
membership committees.  Karen is a past editor of the ASCT 
Newsletter.    

The Cytotechnologist Award for Outstanding Achievement 
was established in 1969 and is presented annually to an 
ASC cytotechnologist member nominated by an ASC 
member.  Selection of recipients is in recognition of 
meritorious service or accomplishments to the field of 
cytology.  The award is made possible by a generous 
contribution from Thermo Electron Corporation.   

  

Excellence in Education Award 
The recipient of the 2007 ASC Excellence in Education 
Award is Jill L. Caudill, M.Ed., SCT(ASCP)CM from 
Rochester, Minnesota.   
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The Excellence in Education Award, established in 1998, is 
presented annually to a cytotechnologist or pathologist in 
recognition of meritorious service or accomplishment in the 
field of cytotechnology education to include the education of 
cytotechnologists, pathology residents and/or cytopathology 
fellows. The award is made possible by a generous 
contribution from Quest Diagnostics, Inc.   

Jill received her cytotechnology education and training at 
Indiana University in Indianapolis under the guidance of 
excellent teachers like Roger Wall and Debra O'Brien.  She 
earned a Master of Education degree at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia.  For the past 17 years, she has been the 
program director and education coordinator of the 
cytotechnology program in the Mayo School of Health 
Sciences at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. 

Jill is an active member of the ASCT, ASC, ASCP and the 
Minnesota Society of Cytology.  As an ASCT member Jill 
serves as the chairman of the Annual Meeting Committee for 
2008 and 2009.  And as an ASC member, she has served as 
a site visitor for the Cytotechnology Programs Review 
Committee and Director of the Program Faculty Seminar for 
five years. She is currently a member of the ASC Scientific 
Program Committee.    

  
2007 Recipients of the Geraldine Colby Zeiler Award 
Established in memory of Geraldine Colby Zeiler who trained 
as a cytotechnologist at the Mayo Clinic and died in 1990, 
these awards are made possible through the generosity of 
Dr. William B. Zeiler and family and friends of the late Mrs. 
Zeiler.  The purpose of the awards is to stimulate and reward 
high achievement and promise by Cytotechnology students 
during their training.  Awards are based on academic 
performance and microscopic diagnostic skills as 
demonstrated within the program, leadership ability, 
initiative, acceptance of responsibility, dedication, and 
relationships to colleagues.   

The awards are funded by the College of American 
Pathologists Foundation and administered by the ASC.  
Three students attending programs in region 2 received this 
award during 2007.  They are Travis Paul Cooper, Wisconsin 
State Laboratory of Hygiene, School of Cytotechnology, 
Madison, Wisconsin; Angelean Etzel, Marshfield Clinic 
Cytotechnology Program, Marshfield, Wisconsin; and David 
Wayne Oman, Kansas University Medical Center 
Cytotechnology Program, Kansas City, Kansas. 

The Geraldine Colby Zeiler Award is available to students 
enrolled in cytotechnology programs.  Applications and 
reference forms are available on the ASC Web site under 
Awards (www.cytopathology.org).  Applications will be 
accepted until June 1, 2008. 

The ASC Foundation Cytotechnologist Scholarship  
The ASC Foundation established the Cytotechnologist 
Scholarship Award in 2004 to stimulate an interest in 
continuing education in the field of cytopathology, provide a 
venue for cytotechnologists to meet and interact with fellow 
cytotechnologists and cytopathologists, and foster the spirit 
of volunteerism within the American Society of 
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Cytopathology.  The Foundation provides the awards of 
$2000.00 each to five qualified cytotechnologists, who are 
ASC members and in their first two years of practice, to 
attend the next Annual ASC Scientific Meeting.  Two 2007 
Foundation Cytotechnologist Scholarship Award recipients 
are from ASCT Region 2.  They are Danling Jin, CT(ASCP), 
Intermountain Central Laboratory, Salt Lake City, Utah and 
Shellie P. Vadnais, CT(ASCP), University of Kansas 
Hospital, Kansas City, Kansas.  Congratulations Danling and 
Shellie! 

  

Region 2 Cytology Programs 

Mercy School of Cytotechnology, Mercy Medical Center 
Des Moines, Iowa.  Two students graduated from the Mercy 
program during 2007.  Kevin Peters is working at Blessing 
Hospital in Quincy, Illinois and Rahat Sheikh is working at 
Metropath in the Denver area.  Both men returned to their 
home areas and seem to be enjoying their new careers. 

A new class began July 5, 2007 and the students are Phillip 
Allen from Treynor, Iowa who graduated from Iowa State; 
Megan Eidem from Gretna, Nebraska who graduated from 
Hastings College in Hastings, Nebraska; and Shuangping 
Wu from Los Gatos, California who graduated from Jilin 
University in China.   

The students presented interesting cases for the Iowa 
Society of Cytology Web Conferences on October 5, 2007 
and February 29, 2008.  

University of Kansas Medical Center Cytotechnology 
Program, Kansas City, Kansas.   Program Director Dr. 
Marilee Means is pleased to highlight their cytotechology 
program.  We had three students who completed the 
program in 2006/2007.  Two of these found employment in 
the field and one went on to school.  We currently have 4 
students in the 2007-2008 school year.   

A recent graduate, Shellie Vadnais, was one of the recipients 
of the ASC Foundation Cytotechnologist Award, which gives 
a grant to attend the national meeting.  Shellie will be 
attending the ASC meeting this fall in Orlando.   

This past two years, our program has completely updated 
the curriculum, using PowerPoint presentations, digitalized 
images, and new presentation methods.  We have obtained 
a dedicated new multi-headed microscope, dedicated 
classroom, digital camera for the microscope, and other 
teaching equipment.  We have expanded the molecular 
technology portion of the program by inviting speakers, 
enhancing our own presentations, and including tours of 
relevant laboratories.  Finally,  we had our students do 
interesting case presentations which highlighted some area 
of molecular or other ancillary technology.  They presented 
on FISH in recurrent bladder carcinoma, flow cytometry in 
lymphoma, and immunocytochemistry in GIST.   

We thank our Dean, Karen Miller, for her outstanding support 
of the program and the faculty, which make the program a 
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success.  

Mayo School of Health Sciences Cytotechnology 
Program, Rochester Minnesota.   
Jill Caudill, program director shares the news that five 
students graduated from the Mayo program on June 22, 
2007. They all passed their Board of Registry exam the day 
before graduation, so that made the ceremony even more 
enjoyable.  Eventually each found employment, though one 
took until December.  Three of the new graduates are 
working in cytology while the other two are not.  Instead one 
is doing FISH on urines, and the other is working in Flow 
Cytometry.  Location was a deciding factor. 

July 9th marked the first day of class for the five students 
enrolled for the 2007-2008-program year. This year's class 
includes Katy Bartholet and Brittany Gregoire, Luther 
College, Decorah, Iowa; Colleen Fales, UW - Green Bay, 
Green Bay, Wisconsin; Rocio Garcia, Michigan 
Technological University, Houghton, Michigan; and Ashley 
McDonald, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa.    

Brittany Gregoire received one of the 2007-2008 ASCP 
student scholarships. 

All five students will be presenting interesting cases at the 
upcoming Minnesota Society of Cytology Meeting, April 18th 
and 19th at Rochester. 

Class member Rocio Garcia added that she and her 
classmates have been raising money for Multiple Sclerosis 
and will participate in the MS Walk on May 4th.  In the 
program, her class is working together on a research project 
comparing P16 versus ProExC.   They are trying to see how 
good the stains are in detecting SIL.  Being involved with this 
project has been a good experience for the class.  Besides 
its value to cytology, the experience has also taught about 
the importance of group communication, time management 
and having a good working plan set up. 

St. Louis University Cytotechnology Program, St. Louis, 
Missouri.   
Program Director Linda Hoechst reports that transfer of 
program sponsorship from Barnes-Jewish College of Nursing 
and Allied Health was successful.  The program has been 
located at St. Louis University, Doisy College of Health 
Sciences since May 2007.  Dr. Elba Turbat-Herrara is the 
medical director. 

Seven students graduated during the 2006-2007-program 
year.  At this time there are also seven students enrolled at 
St. Louis.  Two students are in their final year, both as post 
baccalaureate certificate students.  There are also five 
students enrolled in the baccalaureate program, three juniors 
and two sophomores.   

Two students, Jessica Dowell and Colleen Hiles, received 
special recognition when they were named recipients of a St. 
Louis University Doisy College Alumni Scholarship.  Among 
other things the scholarships are awarded based on 
academic achievement and talent.    
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University of Nebraska Medical Center, Cytotechnology 
Program, Omaha, Nebraska.   
Amber Donnelly reports that four students graduated August 
3, 2007. Two students were from the UNMC campus 
(Phuong Nguyen and Steve Gabel) and two students were 
from their distant site, the Carle Clinic, in Urbana, Illinois 
(Alycia Elliott and Gina Saccomanno). Congratulations to all 
of them for completing the program successfully!  

A new group of students began on August 27, 2007. There 
are five students at the UNMC campus and three at the Carle 
Clinic.  Please welcome them into our profession.  At UNMC 
students are: Samantha "Sam" Prinz, Tammy Duong, Megan 
Hinners, Lan Anh Tran, and Rachel Kerwin.  And at Carle 
Clinic the students are:  Maria Luehmann, Kadi Heuer, and 
Valerie Pininski. 

During the transition between classes this August, the entire 
School of Allied Health Professions will be moving into a 
newly renovated building on campus.  This will be the first 
time the entire school has been together in one building.  Our 
new building is called Bennett Hall.  The allied health 
programs will now be closer to other student buildings on 
campus, including a newly constructed building for health 
science education, the Sorrell Center.  The Sorrell Center will 
have state-of-the-art educational resources for all UNMC 
students.  There will also be a student plaza with green 
space and in the winter the plaza will be turned into an ice 
skating rink.   

The Cytotechnology program will be located on the top floor 
of Bennett Hall.  We were reluctant to give up our current 
space because of our windows and the view of campus.  
However, our new space has the same amount of windows, 
just with a different view.  We are looking forward to our new 
building and being with other allied health administrators and 
students. 

On a personal note:  Congratulations Amber on passing your 
oral defense and earning your PhD!  

University of North Dakota (UND) Cytotechnology 
Program, Grand Forks, North Dakota.  Katherine Hoffman, 
program director and Kimberly Droog, education coordinator, 
reported that three students graduated with the 2006-2007 
Cytology Class at UND.  They were:  JoDee Anderson, 
Kalispell, Montana; Andrea Martin, Crookston, Minnesota; 
and Sara Wehmhoefer, Bismark, North Dakota.  Each of the 
students found employment. 

The Minnesota Society of Cytology awarded Andrea Martin 
the 2007 Carol Kanneberg Scholarship.  

Filling five of the program's eight student seats for the 2007-
2008 school year are Kjerstin Buboltz, Margaret Flanagan, 
Lisa Lennie, Margaret McBride and Gol Rahimaghaei. 

Katherine Hoffmann and Kimberly Droog are pleased to 
share news that the UND Histotechnology Program is up and 
running.  After first offering classes just over a year ago, the 
program has been accredited by NAACLS, and can boast a 
100% pass rate for students taking the Board of Registry 
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exam.   Congratulations Kathy and Kim.  And now they also 
share the news that they have added a molecular course for 
the cytology students as well.   

The UND LEND (Laboratory Education of North Dakota) 
Program, which provides on-line continuing education to 
laboratory professionals, will be offering new seminars for 
cytotechnologists and histotechnologists.  Currently 20 
contacts hours of molecular pathology education are being 
developed that are designed to prepare cytotechnologists 
and clinical laboratory scientists for the Molecular Pathology 
BOR exam.  There will also be approximately 20 contact 
hours of advanced molecular pathology education in specific 
topic areas.  Laboratory management seminars are also 
slated to be available by late summer; these are designed for 
cytotechnologists and histotechnologists.  The LEND 
Program is pursing PACE certification for its seminars and 
case studies, all of which will be available in the early fall.  
Website:  http://pathology.med.und.nodak.edu/lend      

University of Utah Cytotechnology Program,  
Salt Lake City, Utah.   
Michael Berry, program director/education coordinator for the 
University of Utah Cytotechnology Program, reports that 
three of four positions in the program are currently filled for 
the upcoming 2008-2009 class.  That class begins during 
June.  Mike also reports that the two current students are set 
to graduate in May 2008.   

Michael is concerned that recruitment for cytotechnology 
students has been difficult the last several years. He 
believes that practicing cytotechnologists traditionally have 
offered a strong recruitment link to this field.  The continued 
promotion of the field (or lack thereof) by practicing 
cytotechnologists, despite concerns, may have a significant 
impact on the future of cytotechnology. Cytotechnologists 
may want to re-examine the reasons they have stayed in this 
dynamic field and to articulate the pros and cons (as 
compared to say, Medical Technology) to prospective 
cytotechnology students (friends, family, neighbors, etc).   

Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene (WSLH) School 
of Cytotechnology, Madison, Wisconsin.   
John Shalkham and Michelle Smith share news of the State 
Lab School of Cytotechnology.  The School of 
Cytotechnology at the WSLH has just finished celebrating 50 
years of education having started training cytotechnologists 
in 1957.  So they have been educating cytology 
professionals for over 50 years.  Ten students made up the 
50th graduating class from their program.  Six of the 
students found employment in cytology after graduation, one 
in Minnesota, four in the Chicago area, and another in Boise, 
Idaho.  Of the others, one entered the pathology assistant 
program at Duke University; two took jobs outside of the field 
of cytology, one in a law firm and the other at a university.  
The last student is likely working in the field of DNA testing. 

The graduating class of 2007 made up three teams 
presenting interesting cases at the Wisconsin Society of 
Cytology Meeting in May 2007.  Lindsey Barton, Tammy 
Dahms and Sara Olson presented a discussion on the 
"Benefits and Limitations of the Human Papillomavirus 
Vaccine."  Students Amanda Hackman, Cheryl Kieffer and 
Lisa Moore, demonstrated and led a discussion concerning 
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"Aperio Virtual Microscopy."  And the third team, consisting 
of Travis Cooper, Gail Thomas and Eleanor Treffinger, 
chose for their topic, "ASC-H." 

The 2007-2008 class of four students consists of Gaydly 
Beaubrun, Jamie Larson, Paul Nichols, and Chanthou Vong.  
Their presentation to the 2008 Wisconsin Society of Cytology 
meeting is entitled, "HPV Testing for Women Over 30." 

In keeping up with the ever-evolving world of cytotechnology, 
the school continues to expand the classroom into a virtual 
one.  For several years we have allowed our current 
students access to audio and PowerPoint lectures on-line for 
review.  This year we will be allowing other students and 
professionals to meet continuing education requirements.  In 
addition, we are working hard this year to bring together 
cytogenetic and molecular professionals to expand our 
current coursework into an on-line format that will allow 
students and professionals the additional theory and clinical 
methods of molecular pathology. 

Marshfield Clinic/St. Joseph Hospital Cytotechnology 
Program, Marshfield, Wisconsin.  
 Don Schnitzler reports that three students graduated from 
the Marshfield cytotechnology program during July 2007.  
They are Angelean Etzel, Heidi Erickson and Sarah Rankl.  
They were one of the teams of students who presented an 
interesting case at the Wisconsin Society of Cytology Spring 
Meeting, May 5, 2007.  The title of their case presentation, 
was "Enteropathy T Cell Lymphoma."  They also submitted 
this presentation to the ASCT as one of the computer entries 
at San Antonio, Texas.  Each of the students found 
employment as cytotechnologists following graduation.  Heidi 
is working at IDX Pathology, Boise, Idaho.  Angie accepted a 
position with University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinic, 
Madison.  Wisconsin. And Sarah is working at Columbia St. 
Mary's in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

The current class of two students consists of Megan 
Duchaine, UW-Green Bay, Green Bay, Wisconsin and 
Araylla Jensen, Luther College, Decorah, Iowa.  Megan and 
Araylla will also present an interesting case at the 2008 WSC 
meeting during April.  The title of their case is "An 
Extraskeletal Ewing's Sarcoma, a Primitive Neuroectodermal 
Tumor (PNET)." 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, ACL Cytology 
School, West Allis, Wisconsin.   
Colleen Stowe, education coordinator for the UW-Milwaukee 
program provides the following highlights of the program at 
West Allis.  Lisa Benson and Christy Kiekenbush completed 
the program during the summer of 2007 and both have taken 
jobs in cytology.  Upon graduation Lisa and Christy also 
received their Molecular Diagnostics certification from UW-
Milwaukee.  While completing graduation requirements for 
the cytotechnology program Christy also completed training 
and certification as a paramedic.     

During the 2007 Wisconsin Society of Cytology Meeting the 
ACL students presented two interesting case presentations.  
Lisa Benson chose a case of a "Thyroid Paraganglioma" and 
Christy Kiekenbush's talk was titled "Differential Diagnosis in 
a Pelvic Fluid Specimen and the Potential Role of BRCA 
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Genetic Mutation."   

The two students making up the UW-Milwaukee Class of 
2007-2008 are Kavita Smits and Lisa Ring.  Their 
presentation for the 2008 WSC Spring Meeting is entitled, 
"Combining New HPV vaccines, Advances in Testing and 
the Future."  

Milestones of Excellence 
Cytotechnology Programs receiving seven-year, continuing 
accreditation are commended for achieving "milestones of 
excellence." Congratulations to this ASCT Region 2 
Cytotechnology Program achieving "milestones of 
excellence" in 2007! 

Marshfield Clinic Cytotechnology Program, Marshfield, 
Wisconsin 

Region 2 State and Regional Society News 

Arizona Cytology Association 
The officers of the Arizona Society of Cytology are Dixie 
Winterland Hurless, President; Cindi Davis, President-Elect; 
and Wendy Taylor, Treasurer.   

The next meeting is set for Saturday June 28, at Banner 
Good Samaritan Medical Center Sandstone Room, Phoenix.  
Guest speakers are Dr. Jami Walloch and Jennifer Clark, 
BS,SCT(ASCP).  Dr. Walloch currently practices with 
Midwest Diagnostic Pathology, S.C. in Park Ridge, IL and 
has numerous staff appointments and many publications. His 
lecture will include "Laser Scanning Cytometry 
Immunophenotyping of Cytology Specimens" and "HPV-
Frequently Asked Questions".  Jennifer Clark is well known 
for her affiliation with Midwest Institute for Medical Education 
and, most recently, with the ASCP as Product Development 
Manager.  Jennifer's lectures will include"The 7 Habits of 
Cytologists" and "ThinPrep GYN Morphology-Challenging 
Cases".  Plans are also being made for a November meeting 
in Tucson.   

Anyone interested in more information about the meetings 
may contact Dixie Winterland Hurless by phone at 602-685-
5252 or e-mail at dixie.winterland@bannerhealth.com  

Mountain States Association of Cytotechnologists 
(MSACT) 
The Mountain States Association is currently inactive. 
However, several cytotechnologists in the region are 
exploring options for participating in the planning for the ASC 
2009 Annual Scientific Meeting to be held in Denver, 
Colorado. If anyone is interested in helping the ASC 
organize for Denver or volunteering at the meeting, please 
contact Michael Berry (801-583-2787, x2327). 

St. Louis Society of Cytology 
The St. Louis Society is currently planning their upcoming 
Annual Fall Meeting.  It's set for Saturday, September 27, 
2008 at the Frontenac Hilton, St. Louis.  The guest speaker 
is Ritu Nayar, M.D., of Northwestern Memorial Hospital, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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A work in progress for the society now is its member 
website.  They hope to have it up by summer.   

Officers of the St. Louis Society are Gretchen Vollmer, 
president (glv4708@bjc.org); Lourdes Ylagan, vice-
president; Mercia Locke, secretary; and Anne Williams, 
treasurer. 

Iowa Society of Cytology (ISC) 
The Iowa Society of Cytology's website is 
www.iowasocietyofcytology.org.  The ISC has held two web 
conferences since last year.  The first conference was held 
during October 2007 and the second on February 29th.  The 
latter presentation featured interesting cases from the 
students of the University of Nebraska, Carle Clinic and 
Mercy School of Cytotechnology.  Karen Allen Linder also 
presented her findings on "Blink Cytology."  Despite some 
technical difficulties, the conference was well attended and 
presentations were all excellent.   

On May 9, 2008, the Iowa Cytology/Surgical Pathology 
Course will be presented.    
The Cytology portion will be Friday May 9 and Saturday 
morning, May 10. Speakers will include Kim Geisinger, M.D. 
from Wakeforest University of Medicine, Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina and Ritu Nayar, M.D. from Northwestern 
University, Chicago, Illinois. 

Current officers of the Iowa Society of Cytology include: Jan 
Kramme, president (janlk@quest.net); Mark Brown, 
treasurer; Marty Boesenberg, secretary; and Chad Hoffman 
and Sally Zimmerman, board members. 

Minnesota Society of Cytology (MSC) 
The Minnesota Society of Cytology was established in 1969 
to further the interests of Cytotechnology and to provide the 
means for persons engaged and interested in this field to 
meet and exchange ideas and information.  They have 
updated their website at www.mncytology.org.  Be sure to 
check it out for the latest news about the organization, 
upcoming meetings and past newsletters.  It’s a great 
website! 

2007-2008 MSC officers are: Heidi Sokolowski, president 
(sokolowski.heidi@mayo.edu); Angie Zieman, president-
elect; Lizette Miller, vice-president; Chelsi Womack, 
secretary and Lori Ross, treasurer. 
  
Wisconsin Society of Cytology (WSC) 
The Wisconsin Society of Cytology will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary at their April 2008 Meeting in Neenah, 
Wisconsin.  A banquet on Friday evening will feature 
founding members and officers sharing their recollections of 
the organization's humble beginnings. The first officers of the 
WSC were Jack Heinzel, president; Allan Cobb, vice-
president; Sharon Childs, secretary; and Edith Smith, 
treasurer.  Jack, Sharon and Edith along with Dr. Stan 
Inhorn, a founding member and speaker at the first WSC 
Meeting held April 28, 1968, will recount some of the events 
and people of the early WSC.   

Since its founding, the WSC has usually held two scientific 
meetings a year.  The spring meeting is designated as the 
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annual business meeting.  Among the business items at this 
meeting is the presentation of WSC scholarships to students 
enrolled in one of the three cytology programs located in 
Wisconsin.  At the 2007 annual meeting the WSC awarded 
$5550 to eight very deserving students, they are: Travis 
Cooper, Sarah Olson, Lindsey Barton and Cheryl Keifer of 
the State Lab or Hygiene program; Heidi Erickson, Angelean 
Etzel and Sarah Rankl of the Marshfield program and Christy
Kiekenbush from the UW-Milwaukee program.   

Current officers of the WSC are: Charmayne McGuire, 
president, (Charmayne_McGuire@yahoo.com); Amy Jo 
Saeger, vice-president; Deb Van Eyck, secretary, and 
Kristen Wilkens, treasurer.  

Legislative News From Around the Region 

Iowa--Clinical Laboratory Scientists in Iowa have raised the 
issue of state licensure as it relates to Iowa laboratorians.  
Last fall Marty Boesenberg agreed to represent the cytology 
community on a committee being developed to study the 
issue in Iowa.  So far that committee has not met. 

Minnesota--In Minnesota, a bill (SF1830) was introduced 
entitled "Medical Laboratory Science Professionals 
Licensure Requirements and Board of Medical Laboratory 
Science Creation" and also (HF2109) entitled "Medical 
Laboratory Science Professionals Licensure and Board 
Established."  During February 2008, the Senate Health 
Committee held a hearing on SF1830 and the House 
Licensure Subcommittee on HF2109.   

After much discussion, it was decided to pull the licensure 
bill from this session of the legislature.  It was felt that the 
votes were not there to give the majority in either the Senate 
or the House committee to move the bill forward.  The 
Minnesota Laboratory Licensure Coalition will take a breath 
and regroup to debrief and plan sometime this spring. 

Missouri--SB 1162 was introduced in Missouri to establish 
licensing standards for different types of clinical laboratory 
science personnel. The act licenses clinical laboratory 
scientists, categorical laboratory scientists, clinical laboratory 
technicians and clinical laboratory assistants/phlebotomists.  
This act is similar to SB 1099 (2006) and SB 314 (2007).  
President of the St. Louis Society of Cytology, Gretchen 
Vollmer, asked Missouri cytotechnologists to contact their 
legislators during March to voice their opposition to SB1162.  
At issue with the Missouri Bill in its current form is that "not 
all laboratory professionals are included."  Passage of this 
bill therefore may limit the cytotechnologist's scope of 
practice and block future opportunities to expand into areas 
such as molecular diagnostics.   

The most recent action was a hearing conducted by the 
Senate Financial & Governmental Organizations and 
Elections Committee on March 31st.  The companion house 
bill, HB2139 has been sent to the House Special Committee 
on Professional Registration and Licensing.  It has not been 
placed on the House calendar at this date. 

Wisconsin--The American Society of Clinical Laboratory 
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Science Wisconsin (ACLS-WI) will explore the issue of 
licensure for laboratory personnel within Wisconsin.  The 
following excerpt was taken from an article that appeared in 
their fall 2007 Newsletter, The BadgerLab Times. 

Licensure in Wisconsin 
"At the ASCLS annual meeting in San Diego, an update on 
licensure initiatives was presented.  The ASCLS-WI Board of 
Directors allocated some funding last year to explore the 
possibility of licensure for laboratory personnel in WI.  
Education and certification are key issues in licensure to 
make sure that qualified personnel are performing laboratory 
testing.  Quality and safety in laboratory medicine are 
needed to protect the patients we serve.  At the September 
29 meeting of the ASCLS-WI Board of Directors, it was 
decided to form a task force to research the licensure 
process for laboratory professionals in our State.  Anyone 
interested in serving on the committee should contact Sue 
Beglinger, ASCLS-WI president." 

Ms. Beglinger indicated that the ASCLS-WI is interested in 
having the committee being formed of laboratory 
professionals from across the lab specialties.  Thomas 
Scheberl a Wisconsin Society of Cytology and ASCT 
member will represent the Wisconsin cytology community in 
these preliminary meetings.   

And On A Personal Note... 

Janice Gillberg, Salina, Kansas:  I supervise two other 
cytotechnologists. We all have over 30 years of work 
experience, each!  We may be getting older, but we are 
learning new tricks. In January we opened the first PCR lab 
in our area. We run HPVs, CT/NG and IHTs. We are thrilled 
to have this opportunity to learn new skills and provide state 
of the art care to women in this area! 

Maureen Quirk, Phoenix, Arizona:  I now work at Bostwick 
Laboratories.  The lab is quite remarkable.  Dr. Bostwick 
originally opened a lab five years ago in Virginia.  He 
branched out to Florida, London, Phoenix and recently New 
York.  I have only been there a little over a year and have 
gone from being the only cytotech to supervising seven 
cytotechs and seven prep techs.  I have never seen such 
rapid growth. 

Kathy Windmoeller, Columbia, Missouri:  The cytology 
laboratory at the University of Missouri Health Care in 
Columbia, Missouri is a busy place.  Our cytotechnologists 
see some very interesting cases, as the University is a 
referral center for the state, and encompasses the Ellis 
Fischel Cancer Center as well as the Harry S. Truman 
Veterans Hospital.  We see many FNA specimens including 
numerous EUS specimens from the pancreas and liver. Our 
cytotechnologists perform Digene HPV testing and are 
working on their Molecular Pathology Certification. We also 
play an active role in teaching the pathology residents who 
rotate through the cytology laboratory. We have a combined 
experience of 129 years in the field of cytology (this includes 
myself, four other cytotechnologists and our director, Dr. 
Ingram). 

Dawn Britt, Salt Lake City Utah:  Three years ago I found a 
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great job in Brent Brewerton's cytology lab at Intermountain 
Healthcare and was able to move back to Salt Lake City 
after a fifteen year absence.  Since returning, I have kept 
busy being grandmother to five-year-old Zack and by 
becoming involved in matters concerning the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

Tom Scheberl, Madison, Wisconsin:  University of 
Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics (UWHC) Cytopathology Lab 
news.  The cytology lab is in the midst of an EHR (electronic 
health record) Pap e-order go-live. Eventually all test orders, 
reports, medication management, and all aspects of the 
patient health record will be electronic throughout the UW 
Health system. 

In April, HPV testing will be initiated by our molecular 
diagnostics lab using Third Wave Technology.  Anal-rectal 
cytology testing will begin later this spring. This is a joint 
venture between cytopathology and the Infectious Disease 
Clinic of UW Health - UWHC. We plan to include transplant 
patients in the future.  We perform quantitative and 
qualitative assessment on transplant patient urines for 
detection of Polyoma. Within the year, our molecular 
diagnostics lab will begin testing for polyoma on many of 
these specimens. 

The FNA service continues to grow. We have expanded to 
two thyroid half-day clinics, and have three remote video 
streaming workstations in key procedure areas to save 
pathologist time. This keeps all five of the cytotechnologists 
and the cytopathology fellow very busy with assists and 
adequacy assessment. Procedure volume is nearing 2,000 
annually. Plans to include more thyroid clinics and another 
video streaming workstation are slated for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Other staff updates:  
Lori Haack (senior cytotechnologist/quality specialist) is 
pursuing a Masters degree in public health and health care 
administration through Des Moines University.  She is also 
stepping down as the Scholarship Chairperson for the 
Wisconsin Society of Cytology after overseeing the 
distribution of more than $40,000 to students in the three 
Wisconsin cytology programs during the past eight years.  

Kristi Lehman (staff cytotechnologist) is pursuing a MP 
certification. 

Angie Etzel (associate cytotechnologist) and recent graduate 
of the Marshfield program is adapting to our medical center 
environment, with plans to help with the pathology residency-
training program during next year. 

Tom Scheberl (manager) is pursuing a DLM certification, 
with a longer-term goal of completing a Masters degree in 
health care management. 

Michele Smith, Madison, Wisconsin:  I'm personally happy 
to be back in Wisconsin and the Wisconsin State Laboratory 
of Hygiene after being gone for 10 years.  It was good to see 
both old and new faces at the WSLH after a ten-year 
adventure to New York City and St. Louis.  Being able to 
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work in different lab environments and make new friends has 
been an experience of a lifetime.   

The WSLH cytology laboratory continues to serve the under- 
and uninsured women of Wisconsin.  We provide Pap smear 
and HPV testing to various family planning clinics throughout 
the state.  In 2007 we changed our HPV testing to Third 
Wave Technologies, Invader methodology. We have begun 
to see a rise in our HPV testing and a slight decrease in Pap 
smear testing this first quarter due to the new 2006 ASCCP 
management guidelines.  In the ten years since I last worked 
here, our volumes and staff may have decreased, but the 
commitment to cytology remains strong. 

Carrie Peck, Ogden, Utah:  Since graduating from the 
University of Utah Cytotechnology Program in May 2007, I 
have had the opportunity to work as a full-time 
cytotechnologist at Ogden Regional Medical Center in 
Ogden, Utah and also as needed at ARUP Laboratory in Salt 
Lake City.  At Ogden Regional, I work with five other 
cytotechnologists.  My coworkers have been helpful and 
supportive and I look forward to going to work everyday!  
Outside of work, I spend my time skiing, road biking, riding 
my motorcycle, and hanging out with my dog. 

  

Being Involved 
Thank you to the following ASCT Region 2 members who 
recently expressed an interest in becoming more involved 
with their society as either an ASCT committee member or 
state ambassador:  Bill Franciskovich (Minnesota), Janice 
Gillberg (Kansas), Carrie Peck (Utah), Maureen Quirk 
(Arizona), Matt Riding (Utah), Michelle Smith (Wisconsin), 
Shelia Smith (Arizona) and Sue Severson (Minnesota).   

I'd also like to acknowledge the ASCT Region 2 members 
already active in the organization: Brenda, Joan, Bob, Brent, 
Sue, John, Lori, Tom, Linda, Michelle, Marty, Karen, 
Lynnette and Jill.  You each add so much to the ASCT. Your 
continued efforts for the ASCT show us all how working 
together we can make great things happen.  Thanks for all 
that you do on our behalf.   

If your name wasn't mentioned above, let me extend a 
personal invitation to you to become more involved in the 
ASCT.  The committees could always use additional help.  
So if you 'd like to be more involved, contact your regional 
director, they will be happy to help you learn more about 
what you can do for your fellow ASCT members.   

  

And A Closing Thought 
If I failed to mention any other deserving individuals in this 
2008 Region 2 Spotlight, I sincerely apologize for the 
oversight.  Just let me know and I will be glad to report that 
information in one of the upcoming issues of the Voice.  You 
are each amazing!  Thank you all for your continued support 
of our organization. 
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 ASCT Participates in 2008 Legislative Symposium 

  

 

 
by Janie Roberson, Legislative Consultant 

On March 17 and 18, over 140 laboratorians joined in our 
nation’s capital for the 2008 Annual Legislative Symposium. 
The broad range of participants included several laboratory 
science students- a great way to engage future laboratorians 
in advocacy efforts. This year’s event was a joint 
collaboration of ASCLS, CLMA and ASCP. Key conference 
organizers were; Don Lavanty, Legislative Counsel ASCLS, 
Katherine Ayres, Director, Legislative and Regulatory Affairs, 
CLMA, and Jeff Jacobs, Vice President Public Policy, ASCP. 
 An ambitious agenda was laid out to update participants on 
current issues, focusing on the impact of the economy, the 
federal budget, and the personnel shortage on the 
laboratory.  A lobbying skills session provided insights for 
both the first time advocate and those well versed in 
lobbying. 

The majority of the first day was spent bringing participants 
up to speed on two key issues, Competitive Bidding and 
Personnel Shortages.  

Competitive Bidding.  
The "Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement and 
Modernization Act of 2003" ("MMA") requires the Secretary 
of the Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS") to 
conduct a demonstration program on using competitive 
bidding for clinical laboratory services furnished without a 
"face to face" encounter between the Medicare beneficiary 
and the clinical laboratory service provider performing the 
test.  Of note, the Pap test and colorectal screening are 
exempted from Competitive Bidding. Congress directed CMS 
to provide a status report on the demonstration to Congress 
by December 31, 2005. CMS recently announced its 
intention to move forward with a demonstration in two 
separate metropolitan statistical areas ("MSAs").  The first 
site selected is the San Diego area; the second has not yet 
been selected. Of concern should competitive bidding be 
implemented; limitation of medical delivery and patient 
access, safety and quality concerns with bidding a medical 
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service and limitation of the ability for clinicians to build a 
relationship with laboratory  

Participants requested that congressmen/women support 
Repeal of Competitive Bidding. Should this not be repealed 
the Clinical Diagnostic Laboratory Fee Schedule 
Modernization Act of 2008 has been drafted and will be 
presented to congressional representatives for sponsorship.  

Personnel Shortage 
The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that 12,000 
additional qualified laboratory professionals will be needed 
annually until 2010.  The accredited clinical laboratory 
science (baccalaureate degree) and clinical laboratory 
technician (associate degree) programs in the U.S. are 
currently graduating 4,200 new professionals annually.  The 
gap will obviously contribute to incrementally greater 
shortages every year if the trend is not reversed. The 
objective information provided by laboratorians is used in 
diagnosis and treatment decisions made by physicians on 
virtually every patient. 

Demand for testing is increasing:  
The aging population needs more health care and 
more tests.  
New tests are frequently introduced to improve 
diagnosis and care.  
The threat of bioterrorism has increased the demand 
for qualified laboratory professionals in infectious 
disease testing.  

  

The reasons for the shortages are many:  
Many educational programs, both those based in 
hospitals and colleges/universities, have closed over 
the past 10 years due to cost saving concerns. CT 
Training Programs dropped from 65 to 39 (40%) and 
CT programs are not filling to capacity (76%).  
Many career choices are available for those 
interested in science.  
Work schedules in health care (24 hours, weekends, 
and holidays) are less attractive.  
Perceived lack of recognition, both monetary and 
respect  
Job stress caused by the lack of adequate staffing, 
and by the imperative for work to be error-free.  

There have been extremely limited funds available to clinical 
laboratory educational programs under Title VII in recent 
years.  Those that are available have been quite restricted to 
programs focusing on rural and underserved areas. HR 1175 
would provide less restricted funds to programs, as well as 
some scholarship and loan forgiveness funds for students. 
For patient safety, we urged support of HR 1175 and an 
eventual Senate companion bill.  

Reauthorization of Title VII Funding and the Allied Health 
Reinvestment Act (AHRA) were the two specific programs 
for which we asked congressional support.  

The afternoon sessions concentrated on how the legislative 
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and lobbying system work. Experienced participants worked 
in small groups with new participants to increase the comfort 
level for the congressional visits the following day.  

Prior to arrival, participants were instructed to locate 
congressional representatives and make appointments for 
the second day of the symposium. (For more information 
visit congressional websites at www.senate.gov and 
www.house.gov or THOMAS at http://thomas.loc.gov /, a 
service of the Library of Congress.) 

Each of us visited our senator and representative offices to 
bring the laboratory issues to their attention.  This is just the 
beginning as lobbying and support of the issues should not 
end here. It was emphasized that the relationship we 
establish with our congressman or their congressional aids 
should provide an avenue for future contacts. Follow-up 
letters were written to those we lobbied and feedback 
provided to the symposium organizers detailing meeting 
results.  

The legislative symposium brings these often complex 
issues from the theoretical to the practical. Detailed 
explanations of intended and unintended consequences of 
specific legislation are presented. We are all encouraged to 
participate in the legislative process, particularly in those 
areas that directly affect laboratories. The value of advocacy, 
especially individual advocacy cannot be overstated. 
Congress listens when constituents talk- in a different way 
than when organizations speak. After all, organizations 
cannot vote! 

  

Back to the articles
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 Legislative Update- April 2008 

 
by Janie Roberson, Legislative Consultant 

Proficiency Testing  

Regulatory Activity 
The proposed rule to revise existing PT requirements has 
been written (jointly authored by CMS and CDC) and is now in 
the Clearance process. Signatures must be obtained from 
CMS, CDC, HHS Secretary. The rule is then sent to OMB who 
reviews for impact analysis. The OMB is allowed up to 90 
days for this review. We should see this rule issued in the 
coming months if all goes as expected. The revisions will likely 
address testing frequency, scoring systems and test 
configuration although specifics are unknown until the 
proposed rule is actually published.  

Legislative Activity 
Both S. 2510 and H.R. 1237 are congressional bills which 
seek to build upon the existing federal quality control 
requirements of CLIA, providing the laboratory director 
responsibility and accrediting body oversight. Both focus on 
changing the existing proficiency testing requirement to one of 
mandatory Continuing Education. On April 8, HR1237 passed 
the House of Representatives. S2510 would also have to pass 
before the bill would be submitted to the president for 
signature, so in the meantime all personnel performing 
gynecologic screening must continue to participate in 
proficiency testing. (Note: A similar house bill has been 
passed before and did not make it through the senate.) Should 
both bills pass and become law, there would still be a rule 
making process to determine specifics on how the law would 
be implemented.  

The ASCT continues to represent membership in supporting 
change in the PT requirement with resources primarily 
focused on Regulatory change. We do not oppose the 
legislative changes in concept, but are concerned about the 
uncertainty of the rule making process should these become 
law, i.e. we could get a more burdensome and less effective 
system than the one in which we currently participate. We 
encourage our members to actively engage in the debate, 
both individually to congressional representatives and through 
communicating your views to the ASCT officers and Regional 
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Directors as we seek to represent cytotechnologists. .  

CMS Action on Competitive Bidding is stalled 
Southern California District Judge Thomas Whelan last week 
granted a preliminary injunction requested by four San Diego 
laboratories to halt the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) from proceeding with a proposed 
demonstration project to test the viability of competitive 
bidding for laboratory services performed under Medicare. 
Pap tests and Colorectal screening are exempt from the 
competitive bidding project, however laboratories and 
professional association generally oppose the demonstration 
project, asserting the burden it would place on the laboratory 
industry and the potential harm it poses to patients.  

Back to the articles
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 2008 National Cytotechnology Day Design Contest Winner
Sallie S. Robinson, CT (ASCP) 

 
Sallie Robinson graduated with a B.S. degree in Zoology from 
Clemson University in 1972.  Right after college she joined the 
United States Peace Corps and taught high school biology, 
science, health education and tropical agriculture in the 
Western Samoan islands in the South Pacific for two years.  
She then returned to her native state of South Carolina 
teaching science and biology for another two years before 
going back to school for her cytotechnology certification at the 
Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston, South 
Carolina.  She received the D. Charles Dixon Award in 1977 
for the outstanding cytotechnology student of the year at 
M.U.S.C. and passed her ASCP CT registration exam that 
same year. 

Sallie’s work experience includes starting up a brand new 
cytology laboratory in Myrtle Beach, S.C. (her first 
cytotechnologist job!), working as a bench cytotechnologist at 
several private laboratories and being the cytology supervisor 
at two hospitals, St. Mary’s Hospital in Decatur, Illinois and 
John D. Archbold Memorial Hospital in Thomasville, Georgia 
where she has worked for the past nineteen years. 

Ms. Robinson is a member of ASCT, SAC, and the Georgia 
Society of Cytotechnology.  She lives with her husband, Erik, 
in Tallahassee, Florida (just over the border from Georgia 
where she works).  She and Erik have one son who is a 
freshman in college.  She is very active in her church serving 
as an adult Sunday school teacher and on several church 
committees.  She is an active member of the FFWC Capital 
City Women’s Club and the PEO service sorority. Sallie’s 
passions are cancer prevention and patient education, 
particularly teen smoking prevention, photography, scrap-
booking and art.   

Sallie volunteers for John D. Archbold Memorial Hospital 
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Laboratory’s Relay for Life team and frequently makes 
presentations to high school students on behalf of the hospital 
to interest them in Cytotechnology, Histotechnology and 
Medical Technology as great career choices.  She has 
received commendation from Southwest Georgia Technical 
College for her work with National Groundhog Job Shadow 
Day, a program in which high school students come to the 
hospital to work with employees in various occupations for one 
entire day.  Sallie is currently studying for the ASCP MP 
Registration examination. She started training at her 
laboratory in March on the COBAS Amplicor instrument for the 
molecular detection of Chlamydia and Gonorrhea living up to 
the motto she wrote for her t-shirt design “Moving Cytology 
into the Molecular Future.” 

  
Back to the articles
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 Hello Fellow CT’s! 

  

 

By Connie Erdmann, Voice Editor 

  
Hello fellow CTs, students, MDs, and whoever else might be 
reading this newsletter! 
 
My name is Connie Erdmann and I live in lovely Springville, 
Utah due to the fact I married a Springville man. I grew up in 
Los Alamos, New Mexico and the Land of Enchantment will 
always have a hold on me. I have recently agreed to be the 
editor of this informative publication. Please don’t judge me 
too harshly, I’ve never been an editor before, and it would be 
easier if we hadn’t got used to Brenda who’s done such a 
fabulous job with this assignment. I have tough shoes to fill, 
$750 Pradas, I think. 
 
I was asked to introduce myself. I got into cytology through a 
very circuitous route, as I know many of us did. I got married 
at the ripe old age of 19, had a couple of beautiful daughters 
(still single, considering all reasonable offers), and, since we 
lived just 2 miles from campus (BYU), I decided to enroll in a 
night class. Several years later I had an MS in zoology from 
BYU and a yen to teach. I had been teaching labs as an 
undergrad and I loved it. I took some part-time teaching jobs, 
some at Utah Valley State College where I still teach a few 
classes, and I also taught at a small K-12 private school. My 
problem was without a PhD it was difficult to get a full-time 
post at UVSC and without teaching credentials I couldn’t teach 
in public schools. One of my daughters’ friends had a 
Pathologist for a father, he was the one to introduce me to the 
field of cytology. My husband and I decided cytology school 
might be the way for me to continue supporting my teaching 
habit. So, I spent a year commuting to the University of Utah, 
about an hour each way.  
 
I confess I was surprised to find that I actually love cytology. 
Like the rest of you geeks out there, I love to screen slides! 
There’s something seriously wrong with us. Raise your hand if 
you’ve ever squealed “Oooo, great trich, it’s everywhere!” So 
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now I work at Mountain View Hospital in Payson and I also get 
to do aspirate assists and nons at Utah Valley Regional 
Medical Center in Provo. My entire family are travel junkies, 
we love to go whenever we get the chance. My other 
expensive hobby is jewelry collecting, especially antique or 
estate pieces. 
 
I look forward to the opportunity to serve in capacity of editor. I 
can only edit if you all submit pieces, so be creative and send 
stuff to me. My email address is 
connieerdmann@hotmail.com, I look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
By the way, I’m the one on the right in the photo. 
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